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The vibrant plants commonly called "geraniums" are actually pelargoniums. They are, however,

related to true geraniums, which we also call cranesbills or wild geraniums. Despite their very

different attributes, geraniums and pelargoniums belong to the same botanical family, Geraniaceae,

and are among the world's most popular garden plants.  Garden expert John Feltwell discusses

both members of this wide-ranging family, providing all the information gardeners need to choose,

grow, propagate, and design with geraniums and pelargoniums.  More than 250 full color

photographs illustrate their beauty and charm, and the extensive A-Z plant directory describes 328

plants in detail. The book also contains:  descriptions of foliage and flowers for all varieties, such as

wood and dusky cranesbills, zonals, ivies, Highfields, Stellars, Butes, Regals and many more tips on

how to choose the right place for the right plant instruction on growing and propagating how to deal

with pests and diseases mail-order sources.
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Both geraniums and pelargoniums belong to the family "Geraniaceae," of which there are 750

species (and thousands of cultivars) scattered over most of the world. Geraniums are the hardy

plants that grow in the wild. Pelargoniums, however, are the plants most of us think of when we

think "geranium" -- the colorful flowering houseplants on our windowsills and the lovely scented

varieties growing in our kitchens.The book begins with the characteristics of geraniums. Often called

"Cranesbills," geraniums are hardy perennials (zones 4-8) found in mountainous areas, meadows,

marshes and near woodlands. Their flowers have five petals, are symmetrical and are relatively

small; their foliage varies by shape and color. Size ranges from the taller Meadow and Dusky



Cranesbills to the shorter Sanguineums and Wood Geraniums. They make superb ground cover

plants with many types able to grow in full sun as well partial shade; they propagate by seed and

can become invasive.Most pelargoniums, on the other hand, are from South Africa and have been

cultivated since the 17th century, initially as garden flowers and later as house or conservatory

plants. All pelargoniums have a recognizable scent, they have tiny hairs on their stems, their flowers

are asymmetrical, they can be propagated by cuttings and most are not cold-hardy and will not

survive winters above zone 9.While there is an abundance of information about geraniums in this

book, the main emphasis is on the pelargoniums.
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